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About thel eague of Women Voters

MissioN oF THE LEAGUE

The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active
participation of citizens in government
and influences public policy through
education and advocacy. The League
seeks to expand citizen participation in
the election process and in federal, state,
and local government decision-making.
Based on member participation and
agreement, the League also seeks to
secure public policies that promote
L eague positions.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE LEAGUE
Membership is open to all citizens of
voting age, female and male, who
subscribe to the League’s purpose and
policies. Citizens of other countries or
those under 18 may be non-voting
(associate) members. Membershipinthe
LWV of Asheville-Buncombe County
($50 individual or $75 household $20
student) carries automatic membership
intheLWVNC and LWVUS,

The League of Women Voters
of Asheville-Buncombe County
221 Miles Building, 2 Wall St.

Asheville, NC 28801
828-258-8223
www.abc.nc.lwvnet.or g/
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Notesfrom the
President’s Desk

A Happy New Year to all!
| hope this edition of the Voter
findsyou well and looking
forward to the new year.

| am pleased to present the
L eague of Women Voters of
Asheville/Buncombe County
with acheck for $500 givenin
my honor as the 2006 reci pient
of the Circle of Excellence
Award from the Leadership
Asheville Forum. Adding this
gift to the donations collected
from our November/December
fund-raising letter, we have
raised approximately $1,700 to
continue thework of the league
inour county. If you missed
the end of the year donation
cycleand still would liketo
contribute to our total, we will
gladly accept your donationsin
support of our work at any
time. Does anyone want to do
thebulb saleagain?

Asyou read the Voter, you
will find asurvey wewould like
for you to complete and return
tousASAP. Itisaskingyouto
tell uswhat you areinterested
in doing with/for the League.
We have many on-going and
one-time projects and we want
you to tell uswhat you would
liketo do! Sotake amoment
and completethisform, fill it
out and return it electronically
to SandraAbromitis, our
membership chair!

We have several work-
shopsin the worksthat you
will find explained in following
articles, and wewill be an-
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nouncing the particularsviae-
mail as soon asthey arefinal-
ized. Sobelooking for updates
inyour mailbox!

Our Membership Program
Planning Meeting ison February
28 at the YWCA, 5—-8 pm. Put
this date on your calendar and
joinusfor adelightful potluck
dinner and discussion of LWV of
Asheville Buncombe County
prioritiesfor 2007-08.

The Nominating Committee
isat work looking for interested
memberstofill avariety of slots.
President, Membership Chair,
and next year’s Nominating
Committee are afew of the slots
identified. Board commitment
(other than President, a one-year
term) isfor two years—not long
to ask of you and oh so impor-
tant!

Wearefilling the delegate
slotsfor our NC State Conven-
tion, March 23-25! If you
would liketo attend, we would
likeyoutojoinus! Pleasecall
mewith any questionsat 251-
1669 (day) or 626-2695
(evening) and COME WITH
US! Inadditionto all the
L eague fun and education, we
will beright in pottery territory in
Little River, NC. Thesuiteshold
four comfortably and it would be
great tofill two suites!

Wewill beintouchwithyou,
so you bein touch with us!

Kathleen Balogh, President
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interested in League Membership
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Local Air Agency Recognizes Organizations for
Outstanding Efforts to Improve Air Quality

The WNC Regional Air Quality Agency isresponsiblefor air qual-
ity permitting and enforcement in Asheville and Buncombe County. Five
local firms are being recognized by the Agency for their outstanding ef-
fortsto improveair quality intheregion. All have gone above and be-
yond what isrequired by air quality rulesand regulationsto make areal
differencein reducing pollution in their communities.

Those being recognized are: Buncombe County General Services
Department, Mission Hospitals, Shorewood Packaging Corporation,
Charles D. Owen Manufacturing Company, Inc., and Tyco Valvesand
Controls.

The Buncombe County General Services Department isbeing rec-
ognized for its effortsto reduce air emissions and improve air quality.
In 2006, the department began voluntarily operating alandfill gas col-
lection and control system that substantially reduces methane emissions
fromthelandfill. Methaneisapotent greenhouse gas, estimated to be
21 times more effective at trapping heat in the atmosphere than carbon
dioxide. 1n 2006, thelandfill’s capture and control equipment destroyed
1,945 tons of methane al so resulting in emissions reductions of several
hazardous air pollutants. The global warming benefits of the methane
reductions are equivalent to removing 7,167 cars from area roads.
Additionally, the gas capture and control system actively removes pol-
lutants from the landfill, which reduces the potential for groundwater
contamination.

Mission Hospital s has undertaken numerous effortsto reduce air
pollution. Asan ENERGY STAR partner, Mission Hospitalsis commit-
ted to improving energy efficiency through avariety of measures, in-
cluding energy efficient lighting, automated peak electrical power con-
sumption control systems, and the use of aboiler stack heat recovery
system to reclaim heat. Mission Hospitals has also reduced mobile
source emissions from their fleet. They purchased two Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG) powered vehiclesin 2006, and plan to replace six
more fleet vehicleswith CNG powered vehicles over the next coupl e of
years. They partnered with the City of Asheville and Buncombe County
to secure funding for the Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) fueling sta-
tion that the City of Asheville opened in December of 2005. They have
replaced Facility Servicestrucks with smaller more efficient alternate
fuel vehicles (ATVs), and provided an Express Shuttle on campusto
reduce the use of staff vehicles. Mission Hospitals sought to reduce air
pollution associated with employee commuting by actively promoting
the Share the Ride NC program, arideshare matching service, and by
promoting the city bus program. Mission Hospitals has eliminated to-
bacco smoke and mercury from their campus and they recently received
the Making Medicine Mercury Free Award from the Hospitals for a
Healthy Environment in Washington, DC.  (continued on page 3)
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L obby Locally for Voter-Owned Elections

For years now, the L eague of Women Voters has been a member
of the NC Votersfor Clean Elections coalition and has advocated for
real campaign financereform in our state. The Asheville-Buncombe
Chapter of the LWV has been asked to join representatives from other
organi zations (Common Cause, Democracy North Carolina, AARP, etc.)
inan effort to meet locally with legislatorsto discuss campaign finance
reform. Theideaisto have afew small meetings (4-8 people) with local
legidlators, likely in February, to measure their support for expansion of
public financing of campaignsto Council of Stateracesand legislative
races in North Carolina. We want to show support for voter-owned
elections and encourage leadership on thisissue! If youwould liketo be
involved, please contact Kathleen Balogh at (828) 251-6169,
kbal ogh@buncombe.main.nc.us.

(Also, don't forget to Say YES to the $3 check-off for the NC
Public Campaign Fund on your NC tax form! Remember: Saying YES
won’t reduce the amount of your refund.)

(Air Quality ...continued from page 2)

Shorewood Packaging’s Weavervillefacility hasavery strong Envi-
ronmental, Health, and Safety program that has demonstrated acommit-
ment to researching and utilizing less-polluting productsin its printing pro-
cess. In 2005 and 2006, thefacility reformulated its process chemicals
to significantly reduce volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions. In
addition to switching to productswith alower VOC content, Shorewood
has reduced the amount of those products that are necessary for use.
VOC reductionsresulting from the additional product reformulationsand
usage reductionsin 2006 were 1.7 tons.

Also being recognized are two companies that joined the ongoing
local ENERGY STAR Million Monitor Drivethisyear. CharlesD. Owen
Manufacturing Company, Inc. has pledged to implement power manage-
ment settings on 88 computer monitors and Tyco Valves and Controls
has pledged to power down 75 computer monitorswhen not in use. With
the addition of these companies, thelocal Million Monitor Drive now
includes 3,296 monitorsin Buncombe and Madison Counties. Theorga-
nizationsthat are participating in thisprogram are saving money and helping
toimproveair quality. The amount of energy that is being saved each
year isenough to light over 1,000 homes and resultsin annual pollution
offsets of approximately 900 tons of carbon dioxide and over 9 tons of
criteriaair pollutantsthat contribute to regional haze and ozonein our
area

For more information, call 250-6778 or click on
www.wncairquality.org http://www.wncair.org/.

TRIBUTE TO
ROSE ROSE

Rose Rose was a
person who knew what she
wanted and had the deter-
mination to get there. | was
surprised when she be-
came active in the League
of Women Voters, because
| knew her in other activities.
Her main contribution was
chairing the committee to
end the sales tax on food, a
regressive tax. She worked
hard on this project, using
every available means.
While | was not active in the
League during this period,
Rose did not hesitate to tell
me or others about her
project and her commit-
ment. She was never domi-
nating, but had her eyes on
the objective. Meanwhile
she continued to be active
in her Synagogue and
community. Rose died in
December after a losing
battle with cancer; her
family was with her. She
was a great role model for
those who come after her.

Submitted by Leah Karpen

Building Bridges

Going Beyond Racism
Through Under standing and
Respect

Nine Sessions
1/29/07 - 3/26/07
7:00-9:00
For more information call
828-777-4585
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OBSERVER REPORTS

Metropolitan Sewage
District

Board Meeting
December 20, 2006

Absent from the meet-
ing were David Gantt,
Brownie Newman, and Glenn
Kelly. Ben Pace retired from
Board after this meeting.
About fifteen observers at-
tended, mostly staff. The
Planning Committee had re-
searched special assessment
authority and recommended
that MSD approach the Gen-
eral Assembly for this power.
The purpose would be to pro-
mote orderly growth and in-
frastructure within MSD
boundaries. Although the
motion was approved, the
legislation probably would
not be enacted until April.

Staff gave an excellent
Power Point presentation of
the eight steps involved in the
Private Development Pro-
cess. Much paperwork is in-
volved, from allocation of a
project number for tracking, to
plan review if sewer exten-
sion, plan submittal, owner
agreement for responsibility
for installation, revised plans
if needed, non-discharge per-
mit, pre-construction meet-
ing, construction inspection,
and finally a certificate of
completion. All these steps
are required by state law. Af-
ter as-built drawings are re-
ceived and approved, the
project is added to the G.1.S.
mapping system. Thus, the

Consolidated Motion
Agenda, including consider-
ation of developer-con-
structed sewer systems, rep-
resents staff attention to all
details before submittal to
the Board. The Board ap-
proved the agenda for the
month as submitted. The
consultant who prepared the
audit submitted and ex-
plained the Comprehensive
Annual Financial Report; it
was indeed comprehensive.

Submitted by: Leah Karpen,
Observer

Planning and Zoning
Commission

December 6, 2006

More parking for downtown
Asheville may beontheway. A
Level 1l siteplanreview for the
Buncombe County Parking Ga-

rage was approved on a 6-0 vote.

Thegarageisplanned for the
space between the Buncombe
County Health Department build-
ing and College Street, with
access from both Woodfin and
College Streets. The majority of
the 650 spaces will be designated

for County employeesduring
business hours, with some spaces
availablefor visitorsto nearby
County buildings.

The Wal-Mart store at 1636
Hendersonville Road Level |1
site plan review was also ap-
proved. Planscall for expansion
with additional square footage at
the front of the store and anew
storefront. Thelarge parking lot
will be divided into higher and
lower lotswith additional land-
scaping. Commission members,
staff members and project rep-
resentatives discussed the diffi-
cultiesregarding access between
Hendersonville Road and the
stores for pedestrians and
people with mobility impair-
ments. The steep approach and
current provisionsfor handling
rain runoff make improvements
extremely difficult.

Residents of Enka Village re-
guested a zoning change from
Residential Multi-Family High
Density (RM-16) to Residential
Single-Family High Density (RS
8) in order to protect their his-
toric neighborhood from devel -
opment incompatible with the
current homes. Therequest was
approved.

Submitted by:
Jean Parks, Observer




PaGce 5
UprcomMING EVENTS

Civics 101

Understanding the NC Judicial System

If you have ever found yourself in acourtroom, whether for aminor traffic ticket or for acivil dispute,
you surely know the difficulty in understanding our court system and its many twistsand turns. If you
have never found yourself in courtroom, but would like to have more understanding should you ever
do so, the L eague of Women Voters Asheville/Buncombe can help. Thistopic will be the focus of an
upcoming three part series of classesthat will focus on the judicial system and its many intricacies.
Thisfree serieswill be presented April 19, 26, and May 3 and will include an impressive line up of
speakers giving information on both the criminal and the civil court processes. These speakerswill
come from awide range of backgrounds, including judges, law enforcement, and lawyers. Thefirst
classwill be abroad overview of the system, while the second and third classeswill cover the criminal
and civil courtsin alittle more detail.

Asyou know, getting the word out to all iskey to having a successful turn-out. If you know of key
peopletoincludein our list of special invitations or e-mails, please send their telephone, address, or
e-mail information to Anne Higgins (AnneHiggins@charter.net). Therewill be moreinformation to
follow as venues and speakers are confirmed.

Join Member Talent Inventory
L eague of Women Voter sAsheville/Buncombe County

L eague members have a variety of talents and interests and a range of time and energy available to invest in league
work. We ask you to indicate your interests so we can discover the best way for you to participate. There will be an
attachment to your e-mail that includes thisinformation. Please |et us know what your interests are.

Your Name:

E-mail address:

Where and when did you first join the LWV ?
| would like to..... (you may check as many as you like!):

___Assemble the Voter for mailing, at least three times a year to approx. twenty-two (22) members without e-mail.
Voters are mailed about ninetimes ayear. Responsibilitiesinclude pick-up copiesfrom printer-if you can, fold-label-
stamp each (provided) and drop in the mail.

__Cliparticlesfrom local newspapers and submit to our archivist.

__Participate in the LWV Virtual Lobby Corps, Chaired by Barb Panarites. Activitiesinclude contacting your
legislator(s) when abill of interest to the LWV/NC is up for consideration.

___Assist in the design and up-keep of our website.

___Assist with Candidate Forums, need timers, greeters, set-up/take down, moderators, question runners, question
reviewers. Work with the Chair each election cycle.

___ Register Voters

__Assist with Hospitality for special events

___Bean observer for acity or county meeting — see the Voter for articles from our current small Observer Corps.
__Participate with Kids Voting, especially on election day

___ Serve on the LWV/ABC Board

__Assist with the newly forming URTV Committee to produce educational pieces.

Serve on a LWV/ABC Committee ___CivicsEducation  Boards & CommissionsStudy _ Voter Enfran-
chisement ___Membership __Special Events

___Participate in a Speakers Bureau. Do you have knowledge/good understanding of issues that the LWV supports
(such as air quality, conservation, election reform, to name just afew) Pleasetell uswhat subjectsyou are versed in:
__Assist with Fundraising (appeal letter and development of one other small activity)

Any other ideas you have for being involved, list here!
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LEaGUE CALENDAR 2007

JANUARY
Board Megting .......ccccceuvnenee. January 24

FEBRUARY

Program Planning/Membership
MEELiNg ....ccovvvveeerenieiieerenn, February 28

MARCH
State Convention............... March 23-25

Board Meeting ........cccovevruennnns March 28

Civics 101 Class 1-Overview of Court  Sys-
TEM s April 19

Board Me€ting ........cccceeveeveenene April 25

Civics 101 Class2 - Crimina Court Proce-
(o [0 April 26

MAY

Civics 101 Class 3-Civil Court
Procedure.......cccccooveeeevcencennennnn, May 3

OTHEREVENTSOF
INTEREST TO MEMBERS

Martin Luther King Prayer
Breakfast .......ccccooevveniniinenen. January 13

LWVABC Board
Meetings

The board meets
monthly on the fourth
Wednesday, 5:30p.m. at the
YWCA Board Room. There
will not be a board meeting
in December.

All  members are
welcome to attend. The
deadline for submissions to
THE VoOTER IS each
month’s board
meeting.

Next board meeting is
January 24, 2007



