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Annual Elected Officials Reception
Over 50 guests--at least 16 of them elected officials-- enjoyed the Annual A-BC LWV 
Appreciation Reception for elected officials on Friday, Feb.19,  at the Clubhouse of 
Crowfields.  State representatives Susan Fisher, Jane Whilden, Bruce Goforth and Sen-
ate Majority Leader Martin Nesbitt were among the other elected officials from Swan-
nanoa, Weaverville, Woodfin,  Buncombe County Commission and District Court and 
Asheville City Council who joined Asheville-Buncombe LWV  members and friends to 
share wine, hors d’oeuvres, cookies, and interesting conversation.   
      League Board member Janie Wilson provided a wonderful array of hors d’oeuvres, 
including homemade cookies.  The comfortable atmosphere of the Clubhouse invited 
people to relax and enjoy this time to socialize with  familiar and not-so familiar faces. 
      The League is proud to have facilitated such an opportunity to officials and citizens 
alike.   We trust that next year more will take advantage of this opportunity to converse 
with our elected officials.

Let the Sun Shine on Searches
As part of the celebration of the North Carolina Sunshine Laws,officially known as the 
NC Public Records Law, Leagues in the state have been visiting their Clerk of Court 
offices to be certain there is access to search warrants.

On March 10 Sandra Abromitis and Janie Wilson went to the Buncombe County 
Courthouse to see if they could look at some of the search warrants issued in Buncombe 
County.  Staff members were quite helpful letting the two women use a temporarily 
vacant desk and review records.  The only search warrants that are not available to the 
public are those that have not yet been served.

When a search warrant is part of a pending case, the warrant is filed with that case; a 
person would be able to get access by asking for a particular case number.  When cases 
are closed, the warrants are filed either alphabetically by name or by address.

Sandra and Janie looked at closed cases from 2003 through 2007 and believe you would 
be interested in some of their findings.  New technology is involved in many of the 
searches: Could an otherwise unidentified victim of an automobile or motorcycle ac-
cident be identified if law enforcement officials had access to his cell phone and his cell 
phone records?  Could the source of a bomb threat be determined if the phone number 
of the caller could be traced?   Would there be clues to finding a missing person if that 
person’s computer could be searched?  Could child pornography charges be substanti-
ated by searching a suspect’s computer?

Searches of people were carried out to provide DNA evidence in a rape case and to 
substantiate alcohol or drug use in other cases. Searches of places led to arrests for use 
of controlled substances, gambling, possession of illegal weapons, cruelty to animals.

continued on page 4
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Officers and Board  
2009-2010 
 
President / Vice President - By 
Executive Committee consisting of 
members with (*)
*Sandra Abromitis - President
*Barbara Panarites - Vice President 
*Ruth Christie - Treasurer   
*Anne Higgins - Recording Secre-
tary  
*Linda Brown - Membership
Karen VanEman - At Large
Yvette Wessel -Civic Education 
(Forums)
Janie Wilson

 
Nominating Committee  
Grace Curry - Chairman   
Marsha Stickford - Member 
*Sandra Abromitis - Member
Linda Brown - Member 
 
Off  Board Appointments
Christine Singleton- Office Phone
Sandra Abromitis - E-mail contacts
Grace Curry  - Hospitality/Phone   
Fran Myers - Corresponding Secre-
tary; Newspaper Articles/History    
Barbara Panarites - Programming
Yvette Wessel - Forums
Open Position -  Voter Editor/Web 
site

League Updates 

LWV-ABC Board Meeting – January 26, 2010
6:00 p.m. at 33 Page St.

Present: Board members: Sandra Abromitis, President (chaired the 
meeting); Barb Panarites, Vice President; Karen Van Eman Anne Hig-
gins, Recording Secretary; Linda Brown, Membership; Janie Wilson; 
Beth Johnson; Robbie Madden (new member); 
Unable to attend: Ruth Christie, Treasurer; Yvette Wessel
Old Business
1. Minutes of the November Board meeting were sent out by Anne 
Higgins. The minutes were approved. (Janie, Karen).
2. Treasurers Reports were sent via e-mail by Ruth Christie. Expenses 
for League fund from 7/1/09-12/31/09 were $3,956.05
Rent for mailbox 60.00; Supplies 154.91; Telephone 82.68;  Insurance 
154.00; Meeting Costs 160.46
PER MEMBER PAYMENT LWVUS: 2,354.00
LWVNC: 990.00
TOTAL EXPENSES: 3,956.05
Expenses for FREF from 7/1/09-12/31/09 were $ 441.48. The Mid-
year Treasury Report will be filed for audit. Elected Officials Ap-
preciation Party - set for 2/19/10 at Crowfield’s. Karen is sending out 
invitations to elected officials. Barb sent minutes from their meeting. 
Linda will be at the welcome table. Set up committee to arrive at 
Crowfield’s at 4:00. Linda will collect $10 from members for dona-
tion to the party. Karen will take photos. Thanks to Barb and her com-
mittee for organizing this event
League stationery - The League has received the new stationery, 
small and large envelopes, and business cards. Barb will keep enve-
lopes and stationery for future use, while Linda keeps business cards 
to hand out at events.
New Business:
Co-Sponsorship of Event - The League will co-sponsor an event 

with Physicians for Social Responsibility on March 25, 2010 at 
the Reuter Center at UNCA entitled ‘Keep Space for Peace.” The 
event will feature Karl Grossman and will provide insight into 
‘The Space Program’s Nuclear Threat to Our Planet.” Anne Hig-
gins has agreed to help with publicity and will send press release 
to Sandra for distribution to members. Member Leah Karpen is 
spearheading the event. 
LWV Council will be held on April 16 - 18 in Pinehurst, NC. 
Members and Board members are encouraged to attend. 
2010 Program Planning - Nelda Holder will be moderator. 
Dates chosen by board members were 2/11/10 or 2/09/10. Sandra 
will coordinate with Nelda and decide upon meeting date. A no-
tice will be sent out to members inviting them to plan next year’s 



League of Women Voters   
programs. 
Coalition on the Moratorium of the Death Penalty - Karen announced that there will be an event on 
March 1 from 7-9 entitled ‘Execute Art, Not People’. Members were encouraged to attend and to invite 
any artist interested in this event to participate. Karen will send press releases
to Sandra to send out to our members.

Committee Reports:
Membership –Membership booklet – Linda is working with Andy to create new inserts for the
blue binder. As of meeting date, there were ninety-four members.

Facts for Voters will be ready soon. Five hundred copies cost $144.46. There is $450.90
remaining in the Allegra account that will expire by 7/31/10.

Voter - Sandra encouraged board members to write articles for the online Voter. Karen will send
article on Moratorium for Death Penalty event and Annie will send press release for Physicians
for Social Responsibility event.

Nominating Committee - consists of Grace Curry, Bonnie, Barb Panarites, Marsha Stickford,
and Linda Brown.

The terms of the remaining 2 officers, Recording Secretary and Treasurer, expire in 2010. The
nominees to replace them will be for 2010-2012.

4 Directors should be elected: Yvette Wessel’s, Karen VanEman’s and Pat Wille’s terms expire in
2010, The nominees would be elected for 2010-2012. In addition, a replacement need to be
elected to fill the Director position left vacant when Barb Panarites moved up to VP (that
director’s term would be for 2010-2011.)

The Nominating Committee also has the responsibility of nominating 3 members to be elected to
the Nominating Committee for 2010-2011, with one of those 3 designated at Chair.

In summary, The nominating committee needs to nominate for 11 positions:

Pres. and VP for 2010-2011
Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary for 2010-2012
3 Directors for 2010-2012
1 Director for 2010-2011
Chair of the Nominating Comm. for 2010-2011 plus 2 additional members of the 2010-2011
Nominating Committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30
Next board meeting to be held on Feb 23, 2010 at 6:00 pm at 33 Page Street
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Membership
Half price now through 6/30

Individual:.       $50  ($25)
Household:.      $75 ($37.50)
Student:.           $20 ($10)

Member names and addresses are 
not given or sold to other organiza-
tions. We do provide mailing labels 
when we co-sponsor an event with 
another organization. 

The League of Women Voters 
welcomes women and men who 
are interested and supportive of our 
principles and goals.

SCHOLARSHIPS
.Each year there are a limited num-
ber of scholarships given to cover 
the cost of membership. In ex-
change for the membership we ask 
that recipients actively participate 
in League functions. 

Membership in the 
League

Membership is open to all 
citizens of voting age, female 
and male, who subscribe to 
the League’s purpose and 
policies. Citizens of other 
countries or those under 18 
may be non-voting (associate) 
members. Membership in the 
LWV of Asheville-Buncombe 
County ($50 individual or $75 
household $20 student) carries 
automatic membership in the 
LWVNC and LWVUS. New 
members joining after 2/01/09 
may pay 1/2 year dues through 
6/30/09. 

Keep Space for Peace
On March 25, at 7:00 p.m., the League will cosponsor an event with 
Physicians for Social Responsibility entitled “Keep Space for Peace”  
at the Reuter Center at UNCA.  The event will feature Karl Grossman 
who will provide insight into  the Space Program’s nuclear threat to 
our planet.   The event is free and open to the public, with light refresh-
ments beginning at 6:30.

Execute Art Not People
The First Congregational United Church of Christ in downtown 
Asheville at 20 Oak Street is pleased to invite you to Execute Art Not 
People on Monday, March 1, from 7 to 9pm, featuring visual and per-
formance art to commemorate Amnesty International’s Death Penalty 
Awareness Week.  The exhibit features a quilt made by the families 
of murder victims and death row inmates from western North Caro-
lina, work by Asheville artists John Mac Kah, Anna Jensen and Linda 
Larsen as well as crochet art by death row inmate Wiley Dobbs.  The 
program includes poetry by former North Carolina death row inmate 
Edward Chapman, music by Asheville musician James Richards, City 
Council member Cecil Bothwell and prison chaplain Rev. Mark Siler, 
as well as a presentation by mediator and restorative justice advocate 
Melanie Snyder, author of Grace Goes to Prison, entitled Restorative 
Justice in a Tough-on-Crime World.

Asheville-Buncombe League of Women Voters is an event co-sponsor;  
others include the UNC-Asheville student chapter of Amnesty Inter-
national as well as Amnesty USA,  Asheville Friends Meeting, People 
of Faith Against the Death Penalty, the Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Asheville Human Rights Team, the WNC Chapter of the American 
Civil Liberties Union and the WNC Ethical Society.  The event is free 
and open to the public.

Let the Sun Shine, continued . . . 
Let’s appreciate the importance of North Carolina’s sunshine laws in 
conjunction with the 4th Amendment to the US Constitution (and to 
think our Founders were smart when they put the phrase “and effects” 
into that amendment):

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects,against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, sup-
ported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to 
be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.
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MEMBERSHIP FORM for 2009-2010

League of Women Voters Asheville/Buncombe County
P.O. Box 8292, Asheville, NC 28814 

828-258-8223 
www.ablwv.org

New application ____ or Renewal ____

Date ____________________

Name(s)________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State _____________ Zip ______________

Telephone (h) ______________ (w) ______________ (cell) ______________

e-mail ____________________________ Fax ________________________

Check if change of address ______

Membership Category:
Individual ($50) _____ Household ($75) _____ Student ($20) _____

New members may take 50% off the above rates for February-June 2009 membership.
Membership Cost* _________

Additional Contribution to League* _________
Contribution to Florence Ryan Education Fund (tax deductible) _________
Total Enclosed _________
For our records: I first joined the LWV in (year) ____ in (location) _________________

Mail to: Treasurer, LWV/A-BC, P.O. Box 8292, Asheville, NC 28814

Assistance toward membership dues is available. To apply, contact membership chair
Linda Brown: membership@ablwv.org.

For new members: If you do not want your name, address and contact information to be published in the next 
issue of our monthly newsletter, “The Voter,” check here___________.

*Membership dues and contributions to the League of Women Voters are not tax deductible, but gifts to our 
Education Fund are deductible.
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Calendar
Februay 23rd - Board Meeting, 6:00 pm, 33 Page St.

March 1st - Execute Art, Not People, 7:00 pm, 20 Oak St.

March 23rd - Board Meeting, 6:00 pm, 33 Page St. 

March 25th - Keep Space for Peace, 6:30 pm, Reuter Center, UNCA

League Calendar 2010


