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L eague of Women Voters

MissiOoN OF THE L EAGUE
The L eague of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan politica organization,
encourages informed and active
participation in government,
worksto increase understanding
of major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through
education and advocacy.

BoARD MEETINGS
Board meetingsare held the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at 5:30
p.m.intheofficeof Sister Citiesof
Asheville, 29-1/2 PageAvenue All
members are welcome to attend
meetings of the board.

Making Democracy Work

MeeT & Greer CiTy
CounciL CANDIDATES

The League has invited
candidatesfor AshevilleCity Council
tomeet thepublicat aMeet & Greet
event Sept. 20 at Pack’sTavernin
downtown Asheville. The event,
whichisfreeand opentothepublic,
will beheldintheupstairs Century
Room from 5:30 p.m.to 7:30 p.m.
Candidatescanmeet and minglewith
the public, and citizenswill havea
chancetotalk withthem about issues
and campaign positions. All League
membersare encouraged to attend.

Nine candidates face off in a
nonpartisan primary dectionOct. 11;
the six highest vote-gettersin that
electionwill viefor three seatson
City Council (theLeaguewill hosta
forumfor the six primary winners
on Oct. 18). Incumbents Jan Davis
and Bill Russell are running for
reel ection; the other candidatesare
Mark Cates, Saul Chase, Ladl Gray,
Marc Hunt, Tim Peck, ChrisPelly,
and T. J. Thomasson.

To volunteer as a League
member to helpwithlogisticsat the
Meet & Greet or other fall election
forums, contact program cochairs
Jan Schwartz (350-9533 or
blucottage@bellsouth.com) or
Judith Hoy (255-2668 or j-c-
h205@mindspring.com).

NEew L EAGUE WEBSITE
Our website has a new look!
Nelda Holder and Karen
Oelschlaeger have updated the
new, easily accessible site with
better graphics, more information,
more links, and easier navigation.
Check it out at www.ablwv.org.

THE EbucaTioN Stuby
JanieWilson

Areyou satisfied with the public
schoolsnear you? Do you know how
your tax dollars are spent to educate
childrenin public schools? What do
you think about equity in public school
spending?

Atitslast national conventionthe
LWV USvotedto undertakeastudy on
“TheRoleof the Federal Government
in Education,” and anational League
committee developed the above
guestions (and adozen others) for loca
L eaguesto study and address.

Inresponse, LWVABC will meet
at theReuter Center at UNCAgsheville
on October 13 and 20 (see Calendar,
p. 10) to discuss and determine our
responses, which with those of other
Leagues will be submitted to the
LWVUS to develop a national
CoNsensus.

The study addresses funding, a
common corecurriculum, assessmen,
and equity. The National Governor’s
Association and the Council of Chief
State School Officers have worked
together to develop acons stent set of
standards: basicinformation children
shouldlearn at each gradelevel from
kindergarten through grade 12.

TheLeaguewill ask whether there
should be uniform national standards;
what kindsof assessment there should
be of children’sschool progress; how
asessmentsshould beused; how federd
dollarsshould be equitably spent, and
what to do about preschool funding..

You'll find some background on
page5 of thisissue; vist theLWVUS
webstefor moreinformation, andthen
joinusat the Reuter Center in October.
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FroM THE BOARD

Officers and Board

2011-2012
Board
Co-Presidents:
Administration Janet Bowman
Issues Barb Panarites
Outreach Yvette Wessel
Secretary Nelda Holder
Treasurer Ann Bass
Membership Chair Peggy Heilig

Program Co-chairs Jan Schwartz
& Judith Hoy
Community Relations Chair  A.D. Reed
At-large Karen VanEman

Off Board Appointments

Corresponding Secretary Fran Myers
Hospitality Beth Johnson
Office Phone Christine Singleton
Webmasters Nelda Holder &

Karen Oelschlaeger
Membership Database Jeff Stanton
Assistant Treasurer Pamela Nickless

Nominating Committee

Sonya Friedrich, Chair

Janet Bowman, Bonnie Habel, Karen Van
Eman, Yvette Wessel, members

Membership
Individud: .............. $50
Household: ............. $75
Student: .....ccoen..... $20

The League of Women Voters
welcomeswomen and men who are
interested and supportive of our
principlesand goals.

Member names and addresses are
not given or sold to other
organizations. We do provide
mailing label s when we co-sponsor
an event with another organization.

SCHOLARSHIPS

Each year a limited number of
scholarships aregiven to cover the
cost of membership. In exchange
for the membership we ask that
recipients actively participate in
L eague functions.

WELcomE 10 2011-12!

Theboard of theLWV/ABC
started off this summer with a
determinationto beasinvolved
and relevant to our community as
possiblein thecoming year. So
webegan with ahalf-day retreat
at the home of Janet Schwartz,
at which we discussed a wide
rangeof ideasand deve oped both
long-termandimmediateplansfor
theLeague.

Program co-chairs Schwartz
and Judith Hoy presented awel |-
thought-out and comprehensive
planfor educating thepublicand
engaging L eague membersand
nonmembersalikein the process
of making democracy work. It
includes candidate forums, the
Education Study, and aspecial
event planned for midwinter to
celebrate Women’s History
Month.

Naturaly onebigissueisthe
LWVUS Education Study, in
which our Leagueistaking an
active part represented by Janie
Wilson, who will keep us
informed of itsprogress. Thefirst
two meetingsareOct. 13 and 20,
from 5:45-7:45 p.m.; both arefor
members only; in November a
public forum will bring our
Education Study tothepublic. On
page5 of thisissueyou' Il find the
LWV US background paper on
the federal role in education,
which Leah Karpen has edited
forus.

Wealso agreed that, as2011
istheyear for municipa ections
in Buncombe County, weshould
have as visible a presence as
possible in furthering the

democratic process among our
residents. We' rebeginningwitha
Meet & Greet for candidatesfor
AshevilleCity Council from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. Sept. 20. Thisevent will
be held at the new downtown pub,
Pack’sTavern, literally next door
to Asheville City Hall, in the
upstairs Century Room. Everyone
Isinvited to spend time one-on-
onewith the candidates, and they
can even do so over a cold
beverage! We' Il beinviting dl the
young professondswhomeet their
friends at Pack’s Tavern after
work, too, inthe hopethat they’' I
beinterested in the candidatesand
also learn something about the
League.

After the Oct. 11 primary,
we'll host a Forum for the six
Council candidates, thistimein
conjunction withthe NC Center
for Creative Retirement at UNC
Asheville Theforum, a the Reuter
Center on Oct. 18 from 7-9 p.m.,
will be opentothepublic.

Weaverville also has a
contested Town Council e ection,
andYvetteWessel hasarranged for
acandidatesforumat Weaverville
TownHall Sept. 27from 6:30-8:30
p.m.

Asyoucantell, we'reoff toa
good, active and nonpartisan start
to the year. We have several
Observers lined up who have
aready begun submitting reports
(seepp.6and 7); andwedtill need
more, so don’'t hesitate to let A.
D. Reed know if you' reableand
willing to keep tabs on our
appointed boards and
commissond

Yowr New Boowrd
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CHILDREN FIRST/CI S QUESTIONNAIRE

Asinpast years, theLeagueis
cosponsoring the Candidate
Questionnairefor Asheville City
Council candidatesdistributed by
Children First/CIS of Buncombe
County. Herearethe questionsto
be posed to the candidates:

1.  What are your top three
policy prioritiesfor your term, if
elected?

2. Anestimated 28 percent of
studentsinAsheville City Schools
liveinpoverty (family incomebdow
about $22,000for afamily of four).
Research haslinked child poverty
withlarger societd costsincluding
academicunderachievement, higher
dropout rates, higher rates of teen
pregnancy, higher costsof crime,
lower economic productivity, and
poorer overall health outcomes—
including higher death ratesfrom
infectiousdisease. What role, if any,
does City Council play to address
issuesrelated to child poverty?

3.  Thecity transit systemwill
soon unvell new routechangesand
service hours. What is your
assessment of the proposed
changes?Arethereother changes
that you support toimprove public
transportation and access to
shopping, workplaces, and services
for thosenot using acar?

4.  Thecity currently staffsand
managestheAsheville-Buncombe
County Homelessnessi nitiativethat
developedthe 10-Year Planto End
Homelessness. What is your
assessment of thisinitiative? What
actions, if any, should Council take
to address homelessness,
especidly for womenand children?
5. In 2007 Council approved

paying al year-round city staffers
aliving wage. Thisspring Council
approved a policy to ensure that
city contract workerswill be paid
aliving wage (currently defined at
$11.35/hr or $9.85/hr with health
insurance). Theordinance covers
genera service contracts between
$30,000-$90,000 and Council will
evaluate the impact and make a
decision as to whether or not to
extendtheprogramtoal contracts
next year. Should the city ensure
that all city employees and
contractor workersmakealiving
wage? Why or why not?

6. More than double the
percentage of White students pass
both the reading and math end of
grade tests compared to Black
studentsinAsheville City Schools
(91% White, 44% Black). Large
achievement gaps also persist
between White and Hispanic
sudentsand between economicaly
disadvantaged and non-
economically disadvantaged
students. City Council gppointsthe
board of education for Asheville
City Schools—making Council the
link between votersand the school
board. How can the city best
support theschool digtrict’sefforts
toimprovethe achievement gap?
7. The city’s Community
Deveopment Divisonadminigters
and managesprogramsthat impact
affordablehousnginAshevilleand
Buncombe County. Describe your
vision for increasing affordable
housing optionsin Asheville and
explain what role the Housing
Authority of the City of Asheville
shouldplay?

8. According to the USDA:

V OTER REGISTRATION

Co-president for Outreach Yvette
Wessdl hasarranged numerousvoter
registration opportunitiesthisfdl. The
Leaguewill bevisibleand active at
theselocationsin September.

Saturday, Sept. 3
South Charlotte . Tailgate Market
161 South Charlotte St.
8:00am.-1:00 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 4

LexingtonAve. ArtsFestiva (LAAF)

Thursday, Sept. 8
Pack Library
10am.-4:00 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 12
Emerad Ridge Retirement Home
10:00 am.-12 noon

Wednesday, Sept. 14

WeavervilleTallgate Market
2:30-6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 15
Harvest Home L uncheon

Sunday, Sept. 18
GreenlifeTallgate Market
11:00am.-2:00 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 22
Senior Opportunity Center
11:45am.-1:30 p.m.

If you want to help get new voters
registered, contact Yvetteat 645-0626
or yvettewessel @dcharter.net.

“Food security for a household
meansthat al household members
have accessat all timesto enough
foodfor anactive, hedthy life.” In
WesternNC, 1in 6 people sought
help from a food pantry, soup
kitchen, or shdlter—indicatingahigh
rate of food insecurity. What
policies, if any, can City Council
maketoincrease household “food
Security”?
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COMMENTARY

REDISTRICTING, GERRYMANDERING, AND POWER

“Let’s be candid: thisis all
about power.”

Thosewerethewordsof Bob
Orr, Executive Director of North
Caraliniansfor Condtitutiona Law
and former North Carolina
gubernatorial candidate and
Supreme Court Judge. Orr was
one of three speakersto address
the 50 to 60 peoplewho attended
the free screening of the
documentary Gerrymandering at
UNC Asheville's Reuter Center
Thursday night. Other speakers
included Kathleen Balogh,
outgoing President of the
LWVNC, and Brent Laurenz of
the North Carolina Center for
Voter Education. All three
organizationsare part of theNorth
CardlinaCoditionfor Redidricting
Reform, anonpartisan codition of
ten organizationslobbyinginfavor
of a redistricting model that
removes district line-drawing
power from the legislature and
invests that power in an
independent body.

The film is a surprisingly
engaging, compelling, and
bipartisan ook at theredistricting
processused inthe United States,
and the frequent abuse of the
processknown asgerrymandering.
Asthefilmmakersnote, theUnited
States is the only developed
country that gives elected
legislators the responsibility for
Setting theboundariesof their own
digtricts. In contrast, both Britain
and Canada(and afew US states)
ddegatethejob of drawingdidrict
linesto non-partisan organizations.

Inthefilm, David Winston, a
GOP redistricting consultant,
illuminatestheflawsin our current
redistricting process. Heexplains,
“When|, asamapmeaker, havemore
of an impact on an election than
[any campaign, any candidate, or]
the voters...the system is out of
whack.”

The film included powerful
guotations from many political
leaders and highlighted the
organizing efforts behind
Proposition 11in California. The
VotersFirst Act sought to shift the
control of theredistricting process,
which happens every ten years,
from the legislature to an
independent 14-member
commission. Former Governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger, who
advocated for Proposition 11 in
California along with many
organizationsincluding the League
of Women Voters, Common Cauise,
the NAACP, ACLU, and AARP,
explansthat withintheredigtricting
process of gerrymandering, “the
legidatorsget to pick their voters,
rather thanthevoterspicking their
politicians.” Even Presdent Barack
Obama is quoted in the film
empathizing withthosewho choose
not to vote on e ection day. Obama
saysthat giventhepolitica practice
of gerrymandering, “peoplearen’t
beingillogical when they stay at
home, because the outcomeis a
foregoneconclusion.”

As flawed a process as this
may seem, disillusioned voterscan
take some comfort inthefact that
NC HouseBill 824, Nonpartisan

by Karen Oel schlaeger

Redistricting Process, recently
passed the Housewith bipartisan
support. Representative Ray
Rapp, who representsHaywood,
Madison, and Yancey countiesin
WNC, is one of the primary
sponsors of this bill, and
Representative Susan Fisher of
Buncombe County is a co-
gponsor. Thehill, endorsed by the
League of Women Voters,
Common Cause of North
Carolina, and other advocatesfor
redigtricting reform, isnow inthe
Rulesand OperationsCommittee
of the State Senate (as of 6/10/
11).

Preliminary NC maps for
districts covered by the Voting
Rights Act, which bans racia
discriminationinvoting practices,
were released June 17, and the
legislature followed up with
statewide mapslater that month.
Thebiggest changefor WNCis
that the GOP-drawvn mapsmoved
Ashevilleand much of Buncombe
County out of the 11th District
and into the 10th, centered in
Gastonia, in Gaston County. The
plan has drawn outcries from
acrossthe stateand the political
spectrum for removing the heart
of the 18-county mountainregion
from its district; a number of
challengesto the new mapsare
intheworksasof thiswriting.

Regardlessof theoutcomeof
the 2011 redigtricting, proponents
of reform cantakehopethat after
the 2020 census, a new, fair,
nonpartisan process will bein
place.
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A HistoricaL PersPecTIVE ON THE RoLE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN EDUCATION

Theconcernandinvolvement of
the federal government in public
educationisnot anew phenomenon.
In 1787 the Northwest Ordinance
included respongbility of thenation
for an education system. Under the
“generd wdfare’ dauseof Artidel,
Section 8 of the Congtitution the
federal government assumed the
power to promoteeducation activity
both on its own and jointly with
dates, agenciesandindividuas.

Constitutional amendments
dso affected thegovernment’srole
in public education. The 10th
amendment stated: “ Powers not
delegated to the United States by
the Constitution, nor prohibited by
ittothe States, arereservedtothe
States respectively, or to the
people.” Since public education
was not mentioned as one of the
federa powers, it hashistorically
been delegated to the local and
gategovernments. In 1868 the 14th
Amendment guaranteedrightstodl|
citizens, stating“dl personsbornor
naturaizedinthe United States, are
citizens...nor shdl any statedeprive
any person of life, liberty or
property, without due process of
law; nor deny to any personwithin
itsjurisdictiontheequal protection
of thelaws.”

During the 19th century the
federal government included
vocational training grants and
established the Officeof Educetion,
whose purpose was to collect
information on schoolsand teaching
to hel p Stateshave effective school
systems. In 1917 vocational
education becamethemaor areaof

federal aid to schools, with the
Smith-Hughesact, followed by the
1946 act focusing on training in
agriculture, indudrid arts,and home
economicsfor high school sudents.

In 1941 the Lanham act and
ImpactAidlawsof 1950 authorized
paymentsto school didrictsaffected
bv theMilitary inWorldWar 11. In
1944 the Gl Bill provided post-
secondary education grants that
resulted in eight million veterans
atending college.

Major Supreme Court
decisions affected education:
Brown v. Board of Education
declared lawsestablishing separate
public schoolsbased onracewere
unconstitutional (1954).
Discrimination based on race, sex
and disability were prohibited
through TitleVI of theCivil Rights
Actin1964, Titlel X of Education
Amendmentsof 1972, and Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973.

TheElementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA)
launched a comprehensive set of
programs,incdudingfederd adtothe
disadvantaged. Thisact forbade the
establishment of a national
curriculum, but funds were
authorized for professional
development, parentd involvement
andingructiona materidstosupport
educationa programs. The Act,
originaly authorized through 1970,
hasbeen reauthorized every fiveto
10 years and in 2001 was
reauthorized asthe“No Child L eft
BehindAct.”

In 1980 Congress made the

edited by Leah Karpen

Department of EducationaCabinet
level agency. Then education
becameapriority issue, involving
private and religious sectors, tax
credits, parental involvement.
Although many bills were
introduced andfailed of passagein
Congress, in the 1980s the book
“A Nationa Risk” emphasized that
theUnited Statesnolonger held the
edgein education.

With the ESEA the role and
importance of education shifted
from local control to state and
national control. Now Congressis
debating the reauthorization of
ESEA. Major issues are the
purpose and role of the federal
government in education and
funding, theextent towhichfedera
government should play arolein
pubic education—specifically,
school choice, accountability,
teacher quality, goals, standards,
andfunding.

Currently federal funding
averagesabout 10 percent of local
school budgets.

EquaL RIGHTSAT LAST?

A new statewide organization
amed at ratifying the Equal Rights
Amendment wasformedin January
by LWV/A-B member Roberta
Madden and former Henderson
County League president Nancy
Glowacki. Thegroup, Equa Rights
Amendment North Carolina
Citizens isurging passageof House
Joint Resolution 47 by Congress
and ratification of the ERA by the
NC Genera Assembly in 2013.

cont’d on next page
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OBERVER REPORTS

Democracy ASHEVILLE SUMMIT

reported by DavyneDid

Democracy NC, anonpartisan organization based in Raleigh, held a“ Democracy Asheville Summit” here on Saturday, June
16, to bring together community groups to discuss €l ection-related topics such as voter D, money in elections, limited early
voting, redistricting, and more. LWV/ABC member Davyne Dial attended the summit asan official observer for our L eague, and
recorded the following points from those attending the meeting, which took place at Pack Memorial Library. Note that thiswas

not a LWV-sponsored meeting.

Thecentra take-away fromthe
Democracy NC meeting in
Asheville July 16 wasthat no one
herein WNC (11th Congressional
digtrict) ishappy about redigricting.
Thegenerd fedingwastha thenew
map lumps as many progressives
& blacksintotightly drawndidricts
aspossible.

Another centra point wasthat
theentiresystem of redistrictingin
NC is corrupted, and that
regpongbility for that restswithboth
parties.

Action: The consensus was
that all “bluedogs’ (conservative
Democrats) need to be heavily
pressured to show up in Raleigh
and vote. It is expected that the
week of July 25 will beimportant
for troubling legidationtobedipped
through by themg ority attempting

ERA (cont’dfromp. 5)

HJR 47, introduced by Rep.
Tammy Badwin (D-WI), diminates
the current ERA deadline and
makesit part of the Constitution
after ratification by three more
states. The group is asking ERA
supporters to call Senator Kay
Hagan and urge her to introducea
Senateresolutionsmilar toHIR 47
and tourgeNC Gov. Bev Purdue
to endorsetheresol ution.

For more information, see the
organization’swebsite, www.era-
nc.org, or contact Robbie Madden
at robertamadden@yahoo.com.

tooverridegubernatoria vetoesof
severa bills, and “blue dogs’
should be urged to support the
governor’svetoes.

Thereare numerousdifferent
frontsto be aware of that include
strategies to minimize absentee
voting, curtail the early-voting
period by oneweek, eliminating
same-day regidrationandvoting (in
2008 more than 200,000
registered and voted on the same
day), and eliminate strai ght-ticket
voting, so asto minimizevotesfor
down-ticket races. By all
appearances, all the changes in
voting rightsand proceduresmake
it look asif theagendaisto prevent
lower-income peoplefrom voting.

Thelegidativemagority aso
wantsto eliminate publicfinancing
of judicial and Council of State
racesby going back to pay-to-play
campaignfinancing. Onequestion
addressed was how to counter the
bigmoney controllingeections, one
solution is to formulate an
informationa Strategy that publicly
stresses whether a candidate is
funded by clean or dirty money.

Also pointed out was the
importanceof kegping themessage
simpleand direct, and pointing out
negativefacts(about candidates) in
apogtiveway. Activissmust bring
forthissuesthat matter tordly votes.

Therewasdiscussonover how
toget higher participation. Thekey
approach iseducation: “ Educate,

- Editor
educate, educate!” said one
participant. It wasmadevery clear
that encouraging voting by saying,
“I want youtovote” isnot enough;
the message must include the
reasonswhy people must vote.

The ultimate goal of voting
drivesmust beto find appropriate
motivation, for examplethat there
is an important local election
comingup.

A strong message to be sent
regarding redistricting would be,
“Don’t messwith Buncombe.”

Similarly, amessageregarding
the danger of depressing voting
through eliminating straight-party
votingis, “Farther downtheticket
are races most important to your
locd qudity of life.”

A quick recap shows four
points that must be incorporated
into strengthening political
engagement and participatory
democracy in North Carolina

" Get young peopleinvolved

" Needfaith-based communities
to help energizethebase

" Energize the community one
voter at a time for jobs,
education, and accountability.
Take this message to the
community

" Utilize people’s frustration
regarding redistricting and the
multipronged attack on women
to mobilizefolkswho wouldn’t
ordinarily be involved in next
eection
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MEeeTING oF TECcHNICAL ReviEw CommiTTEE 7-5-11

The meeting was called to
order by Shannon Tuch, Chair.
Also present:
KimHame - TRC Mgr., Planning
& Development
WayneHamilton - Fire Dept.
Ron Evans- Building Safety
Kim Putnam - Traffic Engineer
Bob Oast - Legal
Mike Brookshire- Water Dept.
Ken Johnson- MSD
McCray Coates- Public Works
Richard Grant - Public Works
Susan Roderick - TreeCommission

Minutesof the June 20 meeting
wereaccepted. Ms. Tuch explained
the committee was meeting to
conduct atechnical review of Level
2 Project #11-3193, the Caledonia
Apartmentsat 77 FinaleeAve. in
Kenilworth. The proposed project
would bea64,712 sg. ft., 50-unit
gpartment building on what isnow
vacant land. The property owner
isCdedonia, LLC and the contact
person is David Aiton. Level 2
Projectsrequireatechnical review
only, and approval must be
unanimousto pass.

Nathan Pennington, the planner
coordinating thereview, displayed
the plan and addressed compliance
with technical requirements.
Roderick asked about erosion
control and wastold that would be
handled at another time,

Devel oper Frank Howington
introduced himsdlf and hisarchitect,
David Aiton; he described
responses made to issues
previously raised by the TRC.
Tuch explained that those
responses addressed the previous

applicationand do not apply tothe
current one.In effect they are
dartingover.

Patsy Brison, attorney for the
Kenilworth Residents Assoc.,
asserted there are technical
conditionswhich cannot be met,
and said the project is not a sub-
divison. Shepresentedin evidence
acertification showing the TRC
cannot consider this project
because it’s not the whole tract.
Further, the acreage of the property
isunknown, so onecannot tell if it
isaLevel 2 project or not. She
asked that thereview be continued.
Tuch said TRC would take these
issuesunder advisement, but would
hear therest of the publicinput.

Eight membersof thepublicthen
spoketo thetechnical agpectsof the
project. Twoidentified themselves
asarchitectsand listed flawswith
theplansaspresented: egressincase
of fireisinadequate, privatewater
linesareshown on public property,
andthesitedistanceisinaccurate.
Others pointed out supporting
columnsinthe parking areado not
meet requirements, thebuilder has
failed to contact neighbors as
recommended, and thereisalack
of sefegpacefor building equipment
such as a crane. Concern was
expressed regarding dopestability.
Thedopeaverages 39 degreesand
hazard areasvary from moderate
tohigh. Therefore, theretaningwal
design and the storm water
arrangement isinadequateand very
likely fail sto meet requirements.

Additionaly, trafficoccas oned
by construction equipment cannot
safely travel to the site, nor can

NormaWarren, Observe]

prefab units negotiate the steep,
narrow, winding roads. Currently,
semishringinggoodstothisareahave
been seen unloading material into
amadl trucksfor ddivery. Findly, the
TRCistoreview completed plans.
Thisisthethird timethe TRC has
set conditions. Therefore, these
plansarenct complete. Brison noted
that under the circumstances, the
TRC should deny thisapplication.

Aiton attempted to rebut the
issuesthat had beenraised. Certain
membersof the TRC added their
comments. Tuch summed up by
sayingthe TRCispart of aprocess
and no project will be approved
until all technica requirementsare
met. While a number of the
technica issuesraised wereof little
significance, theissue of the site
distanceisaredflag. Thereforeno
decision can be madetoday. Also,
thelegal statusof the property as
raised by Brisonwill beresearched
and addressed. A motionwasmade
for continuance. The developer
must havethe new plansin by July
20, and the next TRC review
meetingisscheduled for Aug. 1.

Aiton asserted that: acreageis
knowntobe3.17 acres, if parking
is not adequate, the columns can
berebuilt to meet standards; and
that the site distanceis OK. The
Chairperson asked for evidence,
and Aiton said it had been
submitted asan addendum.

He added that Caledoniawas
thebest accesstothebuilding site.
Pre-fab units could be brought up
oneat atimefrom SwananoaRiver
Rd. Chairperson Tuch commented

cont’d on next page
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

LWV oF AsHEviLLE-BuncomBE COUNTY
HiGHLIGHTSOF THE BoARD M EETING OF Aucusr 9, 2011

Present: Ann Bass, Janet
Bowman, Peggy Heilig, Nelda
Holder, Judith Hoy, Barb
Panarites, Andy Reed, Jan
Schwartz, YWette Wessel

Also: Karen Oelschlaeger

Theboard met at 6 p.m. onAugust
9, 2011, at 33 PageAve., with co-
president Barb Panaritespresiding.
Socid Media Karen Odl schlaeger,
our firg-ever Socid MediaDirector,
offeredanoverview of theLeagues's
new websteand socia networking
programs. Shereviewedthestatus
of thenew website (ablwv.org); use
of Twitter (twitter.com/ablwv), and
our Facebook presencein making
our activities more visible to
nonmembersand young people.
Treasurer’s Report: Ann Bass
submitted awritten report showing
baancesand dishursementsfor the
League and the Florence Ryan
Education Fund. Details of the
budget andfinancid satementsare
availablefromtheTreasurer.
Program Committee: Co-chairs
Jan Schwartz and Judith Hoy
presented a comprehensive
proposal for the2011-12 L eague
year, including numerouscandidate
events and an education study
update. Highlightsinclude:

* Meet & Greet - Asheville City
Council candidates, Sept. 20 at
Pack’'sTavern

 Candidates Forum - Asheville
City Council, Oct. 18 at Reuter
Center at UNC Asheville
(cosponsored with the NC
Center for Crestive Retirement).

» Weaverville Town Council
Forum, Oct. 27, Town Hall

* Education Study meetings, Oct.

13 and 20 (detailstofollow)
Membership Committes: Peggy Heilig,

Membership Chair, presented a
written report that shows current
membershipat 68 (54 individud, 5life,
1 student, 8 household).

Someboard membersvoiceresarvaions
over sharing of persona information
(suchasphoneor email) indludedinthe
member directory. A subcommittee
named to devise a policy proposal
includes. Karen Oelshlaeger, Nelda
Holder, PegHeilig, and Barb Panarites.
Community Relations Committee: A.
D. Reed updated the board on public
relations activities, which have
included pressreleasesfor the Meet
& Greet and possible regular radio
appearanceson behalf of the League.
In response to hisrequest for board
input on newsletter frequency and
deadline, the board consensuswasfor
amonthly newsdl etter, to beready the
week before the end of each month.
Newsdeadlinefor gettinginformation
to himwill bethe 15th of each month.
New Business:

Approva wasunanimoudy giventothe
following off-board, appointed
positionsfor thecoming year:
CorrespondingSec’y ... Fran Meyers

Hospitdity ................. Beth Johnson

OfficePhone ..... ChrigineSingleton

Webmagters ......... NeldaHolder &
Karen Oelschlaeger

Sodd MediaDir. ......... K.Odschlaeger

Inadditionto theforumsscheduled by
the Program Committe, Panarites,
Wessdl and Holder offered to help set
up Weaverville forum and Black
Mountain Meet & Greet (in
conjunction with their newspaper).

Themeeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

IN MEMORIAM

M ARGARET “ PEGGY” TINKLER
The L eague of Women Votersof
Asheville& Buncombe County
isdiminished by the unexpected
desth of longtimemember Peggy
Tinkler onAugust 26. Peg was
activeintheL eaguein Huntington,
Long Island, New York, for
many years before she and
husband Bob movedtoAsheville
in 1989, and she continued her
civic contributions throughout
their retirement years. Weextend
our deepest condolencesto Bob.

HeNrRY CoLTON

We also send condolences to
Marie Colton, whose husband
Henry died Aug. 29 at age 90.
Duringthemany yearsof Maie's
servicein our community and as
the first woman to serve as
speaker Pro Tem of the NC
Houseof Representatives, Henry
was her stalwart supporter,
friend, and mainstay. Hewasa
businessand community |eader
aswell asalifelong volunteer,
and hispassing leavesAsheville
diminished.

TRC OBSERVER (cont’ dfromp. 7)

that apreviousapplication had
showed a crane. The
representative for the Tree
Commissonsadthewater line
was public. It had been gone
over with the Water
Department. Brookshirenoted
theplanisunclear about water
lines, requiring a separate
application to the Water
Department.




Invite a friend to join
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L eague of Women Voter sAsheville-Buncombe County
PO Box 8292, Asheville, NC 28814

828-258-8223 http://ablwv.org on Twitter @ablwv www.facebook .com/ablwv
Name(s)

Address

City State Zip

Preferred Telephone Second Telephone Fax

emall Check if achange or an update of information
Membership Category:

Individua ($50) Membership Cost

Household ($75) Additiona Contribution

Student ($20) Total Enclosed

Mail to: Treasurer, ABLVW, P.O. Box 8292, Asheville, NC 28814

| want beINVOLVED! My issueinterestsare

Leagueactivitiescenter around COMMUNITY RELATIONS, MEMBERSHIP and PROGRAM. Please check
thoseareaswhich areof interest toY OU!

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Writing articles ContactingMedia Social Media Observing Boards& Commissions
\oter Registration SpeakersBureau

MEMBERSHIP
Communi cationswith members Assessing member skills, interests Telephoning

Staffing membership tableat events

PROGRAM
Help organize Candidate Forums, monthly programs, social events Host events
Participatein League Study Committee

The L eague Of Women Voters, anon-partisan organization, encouragesinformed and active participation
ingovernment and influences public policy through education and advocacy. Membershipisopentoall
citizensof voting age, maleor femal e, who subscribeto the L eague’ spurpose and palicies.
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LEAGUE CALENDAR 2011-12

SEPTEMBER
BoardMedting ........ccccevveeiennnne Sept. 13

Meet & Greet theCandidatesfor
Asheville City Council

Pack’s Tavern, Marjorie Street

5:30-7:30 M. .o Sept. 20

Forum, WeavervilleTown Council
Candidates

Weaverville Town Hall, Main Street
6:30-8:30P.M. ..o Sept. 27

OCTOBER
Regional leader ship training wor kshop
Sponsored by LWVNC; breakfast & lunch

provided. Contact Barb Panaritesfor details

YWCA

9:30am.-2:00P.M. eeveveieeieeieeienns Oct. 1
Board Mesting .......cccceevevenennene Oct. 11
Primary Election .........ccccce... Oct. 11

Education Sudy I nformation &
ConsensusMeeting - Part |

Reuter Center, UNC Asheville, with the
NC Center for Creative Retirement

5A5-TA5Pp.M. oo Oct. 13

Forum, AshevilleCity Council Candidates

Reuter Center, UNC Asheville, withthe
NC Center for Creative Retirement

T-9PM. e Oct. 18

Education Sudy Information &
ConsensusMesting - Part |1

Reuter Center, UNC Asheville, withthe
NC Center for Creative Retirement

5A5-TA5pM. .ocovveeeeeeeeeeene. Oct. 20
NOVEMBER

General Election .........ccoceuenee. Nov. 8

Board Meeting ......cccccvevvevennnnen. Nov. 8
DECEMBER

Holiday Party .......cccccocevevveeeeennene. TBA

Board Meeting ......ccccovvevvevennne. Dec. 13

Your Event Herel!
If you know of an event compatible
with the League’s work, let us know

and we’'ll try to list it. Send the
information to adreed@charter.net
or mail it to the League P.O. Box.

JANUARY
Board Meeting .......cccceoeeinenne. Jan. 10
Meet Your Legidators................. TBA
FEBRUARY
Board Meeting ......cccovvevvevennnn. Feb. 14
Member ship Planning Meeting ... TBA
MARCH
Board Meeting ......cccovvevvevennnn. Mar. 13
WomensHistory Month
Special guest appearance ............. TBA
APRIL
Board Meeting .......ccccceevvuenennn. Apr. 10
Let’sTalk League
wine & cheeseparty ........c.cceeuee. TBA
MAY
Board Meeting ......ccccovevvevenennee May 8
Annual Megting ......ccccoeeeeeuennens May 19




